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Final Exams
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2015

Wednesday Dec. 16

PTHS pays respect on Periods 1, 3,5

Veterans Day Thursday Dec. 17

Above: Band plays the Periods 2, 4, 6

National Anthem Friday Dec. 18

Left: Rachel Watson reads Periods 7, 8 & Make up

her Voice of Democracy
speech.

Right: Mr. Schickel speaks
about life in the Marines.
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PTHS Music Update
November 2015

By Matthew Birkett

Our music department is lining up to give us some great
performances over the next two months. As we practiced
for our Veterans Day performances, Marching Band came
to an end and the instruments split for Concert and
Symphonic Band. Both bands have “hit the ground
running” so to speak, as they have already begun
practicing their music for the Christmas Concert in
December. But rewinding a bit, our Veteran’s Day
assembly featured “Salute To The Armed Forces” and the
songs from our marching show which was titled “Heroes
Fallen, Not Forgotten” and features three movements.
Even further back was our U of | competition, in which we
placed 2™ in class 2A and received “Best General Effect”
as a caption award. The “Viva La Musica” event was
presented on Friday, November 13"

On to Chorus, Mr. Durbin has wasted no time in beginning
the Christmas music and all choirs have begun practicing
“Hallelujah Chorus” as well as their individual songs for
the Christmas Concert. The Concert Choir sang a few
selections for the Veterans Day assembly, including
“Battle Hymn of the Republic.” Going along with Chorus,
the Madrigal Dinner tickets began selling on the 4".
Tickets are $28 and forms can be obtained at the office
for any of the December 7", 8", and 9" dinners.

Click HERE for the Music Department’s website

Editor's Note

Three months done, only 6 more left! It may seem like a
long ways away, but it will be done before you know it.
We hope that everyone has been having a great school
year so far filled with great memories. With the month of
November comes Thanksgiving!

Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks and of course, eat
however much food that we want. We hope that everyone
can find something to be thankful for this holiday season.

Remember to keep working hard and have a fun, safe
holiday season.

Kamryn Moore, Editor-in-Chief

Interview with Mr. Blair:
Freshman Learning Center

Interview by Becca True

Whose idea was this? This was an idea started by Mr.
Bohm originally, but since then it has become something
that the entire school has grabbed onto, which is needed
for something like this to happen.

What is the FLC? The Freshman Learning Community is
a way for incoming freshman students to transition into life
as a high school student. It gives their teachers more of an
opportunity to work with each other and meet the needs of
the specific incoming class.

When was it decided to try this new approach?
Early last year.

Why was the FLC created?

It was created because we saw an opportunity to help our
freshmen have more success in high school. We saw
areas that were not quite being addressed, that we are
now able to address. Also with students coming from
seven different schools, they are all coming to high school
with different experiences, so this allows us to help get
everyone ready to enter the same high school.

Do you feel that this is an effective way to try and
solve the problem? Yes, | think there is a lot of academic
success and involvement in extracurricular activities with
the freshman this year.

Is there anything else you would like to add?

| am looking forward to seeing the FLC continue to evolve
and | am excited about what it can do for our school in the
upcoming years.
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http://www.pontiac.k12.il.us/?page_id=346

New Teacher Report:

Mr. Hayner

Interview By Kamryn Moore

Where have you taught before?
I've never taught anywhere before this.

What teams will you coach this year?
JV Football and freshman basketball.

What type schooling have you had?
PTHS class of 09, and lllinois State University.

Why do you think you have a good relationship with
the kids? | am a younger teacher and as a coach I'm
around them more than their other teachers, so | get to
spend more time with them outside of the classroom.

What do you do in your free time?
| like to fish and hang out with my friends, though I'm
usually at some sort of practice.

What is different about coming back to PTHS as a
teacher? | have a better insight to all the changes with
teachers and students change. Also, there are different
policies that | follow as a teacher rather than student.

| really wanted to come back, PTHS is a big part of my
life and | want to give back so I'm glad to be here.

What things were you involved in during college and
high school? Student assistant for ISU men’s
basketball, worked for AAU basketball in Lake Zurich for
2 years before coming here. Then in high school | was
involved with Key Club, CAPTAINS, played football,
basketball, and track.

Any words of wisdom? “Effort goes a long way”

Literary Society: PTHS's
Reading and Writing Club

By Allyson Shoff

Have you ever finished reading a book and just needed
someone to talk to about it? Have you ever written a story
and wanted constructive feedback from someone?
Literary Society may be the club for you. Meeting in Mr.
Christie’s room every Wednesday during the activity
period, Literary Society is one of the only completely
student run groups in the school. Facilitated by Reading
Director Allyson Shoff and Writing Director Danika
Mayback, Literary Society aims to improve writing skills
and have a good time reading together.

We have just finished up reading The Name of the Wind by
Patrick Rothfuss. Our goals are to read at a moderate
pace and have different writing prompts for people to
complete every week. On Wednesdays, other members
will read the writing each person has done, giving helpful
suggestions and commenting on what they enjoyed.

We understand that some people can’t make it to every
meeting, so we keep a well organized Google Drive folder
that is shared with all of the members and have an
organized Skype group that is used to catch people up or
to just chat.

Does this sound like fun to you? We’d love to expand our
group, so please drop by on the next Wednesday in Mr.
Christie’s room to sign up!

Student Survey:

Favorite Thanksgiving Foods
Henry Woodburn- Turkey
Lexi Mennenga- Pumpkin Pie
James Crane- Mashed Potatoes
Tyler Fryman- Ham
Michael Verdun- Stuffing
Taniya Gromm- Pecan Pie
Jeffery Durham- Meatball Pie
Loryn Beal- Creamed Corn
Andrew Kelly- Pumpkin Spice Pudding

Breair Thweatt- Toast with meat
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Rachel Watson

NICKNAMES: Watson, Ratchet, Mama
Rachel

ACTIVITIES: Student Council, Key Club,
Peers-in-Action, Chorus, cheerleading,
Fellowship of Christian Students, Senior
class president

FONDEST MEMORIES:
The Chorus/Band trip to Disneyworld
and the Cheerleading trip to Disneyworld

3 AREAS OF INTEREST:
1. Childcare, 2. Music, 3. Drama/Theater

PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL.:

Attend Olivet Nazarene University and
study Early Childhood Education with a
Business minor and eventually own and
operate a preschool and daycare center.
Also participate in the Disney College
Program.

FAVORITE MOVIE: Hairspray

MOST INSPIRATIONAL SONG:
“When Will My Life Begin” from Tangled

Colton Bauknecht

Upperclass Acts

FAVORITE
TEACHERS/CLASSES:
Mr. Nollen/Anatomy &
Mr. Christie/US History

FAVORITE AUTHOR/BOOK:
J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer’ s St one

MOST POSITIVE MOMENT:
Being asked to read my Voice
of Democracy speech for the
Veteran’s Day assembly.

PET PEEVES:

When setting a table and
putting the fork on the incorrect
(right) side of the plate.

WHAT MY FRIENDS WILL
REMEMBER ABOUT ME:
They all call me Mama Rachel
because | am like a mother to
them.

HOW | WOULD SPEND
$1,000,000: First pay for
college, and use part to start up
my daycare center, then use
the rest for an organization that
| think could use it the most.

ROLE MODEL(S): My Parents

ACTIVITIES @ PTHS: Football,
Swimming, C.A.P.T.AILLN.S,,
Student Council (Co-President),
National Honors Society

FONDEST MEMORY OF
HIGH SCHOOL SO FAR:
2014-2015 Football Season
Week one vs. Winnebago

IF YOU WERE STRANDED ON A
DESERT ISLAND, WHAT 3 ITEMS
WOULD YOU WANT WITH YOU?
Piano, bible, paint

LAST WORDS OF ADVICE: “Make the
most of every opportunity, relax and enjoy
high school, it may get crazy and stressful
but it can also be really fun!”

FAVORITE AUTHOR/BOOK:
To Kill a Mocking Bird by Harper Lee

MOST POSITIVE MOMENT: Getting
accepted into National Honors Society

PET PEEVES:
BACK SEAT DRIVERSI!!!

WHAT MY FRIENDS WILL
REMEMBER ABOUT ME:
Always being in a good mood

3 MAJOR AREAS OF INTEREST:

Law, Marketing, Business

PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
Attend College for 4 years

FAVORITE MOVIE:
We Are Marshall

MOST INSPIRATIONAL SONG:
“Heart of a Champion” by Nelly

FAVORITE TEACHER/CLASS:
Discrete Math with Ms. Janz
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HOW WOULD YOU SPEND
$1,000,000? On me and my family
IF YOU WERE STRANDED ON A
DESERT ISLAND, WHAT 3 ITEMS
WOULD YOU WANT WITH YOU?
Water, fishing pole and bait

LAST WORDS OF ADVICE:
“Remember if you’re feeling down
there is always a light and the end
of the tunnel.”



FFA Update

By Victor Johns

The 88" National FFA Convention and Expo was held in Louisville,
Kentucky, on October 28"-31%. Mr. Bane, Mr. Faber, and 27 members
attended. At the first general session on Wednesday afternoon, we had
the opportunity to listen to a very good keynote address by Dr. Rick
Rigsby. Jennifer Stone and Cam Tickle presented on behalf of the
Pontiac FFA Chapter Wednesday afternoon for the Model of Excellence,
the award given to the top Chapter in the United States. This was the
third year in a row that Pontiac was a finalist for this award. Gabby
Deacetis and Rachael Carroll also presented Wednesday at the
Agri-Science Fair in the area of Plant Systems.

On Thursday afternoon, Pontiac was recognized on stage as a Model of
Excellence Finalist. This was a great accomplishment for the Chapter.
We also held a Chapter Exchange Reunion with numerous chapters that
we have visited over the past few years. Chapters from Ohio, Minnesota,
New Jersey, South Dakota, Florida, Louisiana, and two chapters from
lllinois, Normal Community and Normal West, attended. We had pizza
for dinner and played card games, Apples to Apples, and bags.

On Friday, Amy Wyant, a 2015 graduate of PTHS, was recognized on
stage as one of the four finalists in the proficiency area of Veterinary
Science. She was chosen as the winner and became the first member
of the Pontiac FFA Chapter to be named a National Champion in a
proficiency area!! On Saturday, former PTHS students Kadi Wells
and Dani Casson received their American FFA Degrees.

Overall, it was a great convention, and the Chapter can’t wait to attend
the 89" National FFA Convention and Expo which will be held in
Indianapolis next fall.

On Wednesday November, 11 2015, we held our monthly Chapter
Meeting. In celebration of Veterans Day, we invited local Veterans
to our meeting and recognized them for serving our country. For the
November Chapter Meeting, we held our annual Thanksgiving feast.

FFA information can be found HERE.

Girls Tennis

By Shelby Jennings

With the season at a close, | am very proud to be an Indian. Six of our
Varsity players went to Sectionals and fought hard for a 6" place spot.
Kaitlynn Mckee & Gracianna Dennis won the opening match, and the
doubles duo of Wren Woodburn and Suchi Patel also won their opening
match. Success continued as singles player Breair Thweatt also won her
opening match. Aside from Sectionals, some highlights from the season
include: Kaitlyn Mckee & Gracianna Dennis Doubles Consolation
Champions at the Maroon Invitational, Breair Thweatt Singles
Consolation Runner-up at the Maroon Invitational, and Kaitlyn Mckee &
Gracianna Dennis finishing 4™ in the #1 doubles division at the Mendota
Invitational. Great season, ladies!
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Music Review
By Lexi Hall

After a four year break, Adele has
released a single titled “Hello.” While
this song could be interoperated as a
song dedicated to someone Adele used
to love, she said it is actually a song to
her fans apologizing for her absence
from the music industry. She then goes
on to say that she left the industry
because she hates being away from her
home in London, England, and the
release of new music too soon could
mean that she would have to leave for
touring and many interviews before she
was ready. Adele fans and many others
have seen the music video released
with the song; the video now has over
three hundred million views.

Adele has said in her interview with
Rolling Stone that her upcoming album,
25, is a “make up album” because her
last album, 21, was a “break up album.”
She goes on to say, “This record is all
about how | feel as opposed to how
someone else has made me feel, it's
about how | made myself feel."Adele is
sure to break records when her entire
album is released on November 20,
2015.

Be sure to watch the start of her “make
album” on her YouTube channel!



http://www.pontiacffa.org/?page_id=441
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQHsXMglC9A

Book Review: The Name of the Wind by Patrick Rothfuss

By Allyson Shoff

In a world ravaged by demons and war, a scribe seeks out the TN i York he: Bestscller

story of a hero. The story he finds is not the one he expected.
As Kvothe tells his story full of death, misery, success, magic,
and music, Chronicler listens. This book is his story.

The Name of the Wind follows Kvothe’s earlier years in life
before his heroic efforts. His story is one of life, death, love, and
hate. It leads his life at the University and his early music career
as he tries to learn of the creatures that killed his parents. The
story is full of colorful characters and wise teachers. Kvothe
develops from a young, naive child into a fully blossomed adult
skilled in music and sympathy, the “magic” of this world.

While this is a lengthy novel, it remains entertaining throughout
the entire text. | would recommend The Name of the Wind to
anyone who enjoys in depth fantasy novels such as the works
of George R. R. Martin, J. R. R. Tolkien, and Brandon

Sanderson.

Visit the author’s website HERE

DECOYBRI

YOU MAY NOW KISS THE DECOY

Courtesy of IFC Films

Movie Review: The Decoy Bride

By Carlie Weaver

The decoy bride is a romantic comedy that follows the story of Katie
(Kelly Macdonald), a woman who lives on the Scottish island of Hegg.
Hegg is inhabited by mostly older couples, so Katie is running out of
options for a man. Once Katie has finally given up on men, Hegg is
visited by the gorgeous, author James Arber (David Tennant). Little to
Katie’s knowledge, James is actually on Hegg to have a secret
wedding with his famous fiancée, Lara Tyler (Alice Eve).

Once the paparazzi discovers where James and Lara are having

their secret wedding, the island becomes overrun with reporters trying
to get pictures of James and Lara’s private moment to sell. Lara runs
off because she has become so distressed. In desperation, Lara’s
managers hire Katie to pretend to be Lara in order to throw off the
paparazzi. Once Katie starts to get to know James, things get
complicated. How is she supposed to help James and Lara get married
if she wants to marry him?
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http://www.patrickrothfuss.com/content/index.asp

Chess Team More Music Reviews

By Carlie Weaver By Mary Kate Cupples
This year, our school has added Chess Team to our long list of clubs. So |  Have you ever felt uncomfortable with how
asked Krutil Patel, the student who got it all started, a few questions. you look? The song “Confident” by Demi
Lovato is about feeling positive with how you
Carlie: Why did you decide to start a chess team? look. A few years ago, Demi was diagnosed
Krutil: We started a chess team because there are kids who are not in with Bipolar disorder, bulimia, substance
sports, so we thought it would be a great idea to establish a new club. abuse, and self-harm issues. She has been
The kids at school will know there is another club for them to join! through a lot and had to lose weight to be on
TV and movies. She did that but now she is
C: Who is sponsoring the team? noticing how all women are not perfect
K: Mr. Sweetwood is sponsoring the Chess Team. nobody is the perfect body type. Her song
“Confident” describes how her and all women
C: How often does the team practice? and men should feel: you should always feel

K: We practice every Tuesday from 3:30 to 4:30 in Mr. Sweetwood’s room. proud of your looks on the inside and out and

be comfortable with the skin you live in. She
C: What are practices like? is known for not being perfect and she is ok
K: Practices are fun and competitive because of the players we have. with that because she used to be a Disney
There are players who play like they've been playing the game for years! channel star but had issues and now she is

happily singing and is amazing at sending a

C: Will you be teaching beginners how to play the game? message of empowerment out to all.

K: 1 will not be teaching, but Mr. Sweetwood will teach new players the

game! Everyone should feel positive after listening
to “Confident”! Click HERE to watch the

C: Will the Chess Team be competing at all? video.

K: We might be competing in January!

If you have any questions for Krutil Patel, you can find him in By Becca True
Mr. Sweetwood’s room every Tuesday between 3:30 and 4:30!
They hope to see you there! When most people hear the band One

Direction mentioned, their minds immediately
wander to think of songs such as, “What

Makes You Beautiful,” “One Thing,” and “Kiss
ASk Lex an d Sa r You.” They are reminded of the popular pop
music and the five boys of the band: Harry,
Dear Lex and Sar, Liam, Zayn, Niall, and Louis. What some do
not know is that the band is releasing their
One of my friends has been really sad lately and | do not know why. fifth aloum on November 13th; it the first
When asked, she says she is fine, but she is always seems upset or album without Zayn, who left the band in
down in the dumps for one reason or another. How do | help her when early 2015. The album is titled Made in the
she won't even talk to me about it? A.M., and has a much more mature sound
compared to their previous albums that were
Sincerely, A Concerned Friend. criticized for having repetitive lyrics. The
three singles released from the album,
Dear Concerned, “Infinity,” “Perfect,” and “Home,” have already

dominated the iTunes charts, showing that
We have all been in certain situations we don’t act like ourselves, it could  the boy-band is still very popular. After
be that we are just not having a good day or a bigger underlying problem concluding their worldwide stadium tour, they

is bringing us down. It sounds like your friend is experiencing just that, will take a short break while the new album is
and while you are trying to help her by asking what’s wrong it could released. This is odd for the boys, for they
actually make the situation worse. I'm sure your friend appreciates that have incessantly dropped albums and had

you care enough about her to want to help, but it seems like she doesn'’t tours since 2010. However, millions of fans
want to talk about what is bringing her down. Instead just let her know that are anticipating listening to the music, and

you are there whenever she does want to talk. are devoted to the group. Clearly, even
without a member, One Direction will still be
XOXO, Lex and Sar the world’s most successful boy-bands.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwLRQn61oUY
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Check out PTHS on Facebook and Twitter using the icons at the top of
our page or click HERE.

fINIE

Operation Endangered Species —
The Alligator Snapping Turtle Project
State Farm Advisory Board

Click HERE for the Live Turtle Cam!

Helmet displayed in LACC. Learn more about Fire Science HERE. Happy Thanksgiving from
The Chief Online

Look for the print version of
The Chief in
The Pontiac Daily Leader
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