New Class,
New Teacher

By Mark Panno

New to the 2011-2012 school year at
the Livingston Area Career Center is
Fire Science, taught by Mr. Jake
Campbell. The class is an introduction
to a career in firefighting and teaches
students basic hands-on firefighting
skills. Along with teaching the class
first and second hour, Mr. Campbell is
a full time firefighter at Pontiac Fire
Department.

From a young age, Mr. Campbell knew
he wanted to help people and be in a
team environment for a career. He
believes firefighting is the perfect fit for
him and started as a volunteer at
Pontiac Fire Department in 2002. He
became full-time in Frankfurt, lllinois, in
2003 and has been back with Pontiac
since 2005. Teaching at the LACC has
allowed him to continue being an
instructor at the Fire Department also.

Mr. Campbell enjoys teaching students
at his former high school who “may be
working with me someday.” Being at
Pontiac High School gives him sense
of “hometown pride” and he is looking
to grow the class for next year! If you
are interested in firefighting, sign up for
Fire Science!

!\“-.

Interesting Facts About
Mr. Campbell

e Graduated from PTHS
in 2000

¢ Played football and baseball

e Mr. Sweetwood was one of
his favorite teachers

e Hobbies include working out
and fishing.
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February is Black History
Month

e Click HERE to see the

MLK video created by
Mrs. Mullen’s class

Click HERE to see the
Diversity Calendar
created by Mr.
Treadway’s class

e Explore Black History

Month at history.com



file://PTHS-FP01/EveryoneShares/Mullen/MLK%20Jr._1.wmv
http://pthsdiversitycalendar.weebly.com/index.html
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history-month

“PATHWAYS to COLLEGE”

An audience interactive Panel
Discussion of the ins and outs of
the College Selection and the
College Admission process.

Featuring
Debbie Lamb from lllinois State University,

Bob Murray from lllinois Wesleyan University,
and
Candace Brownlee from Heartland Community
College

Thursday, March 15, 2012
7:00 pm -8:30 pm
Pontiac Twp. HS Auditorium

Students in grades 10 and 11 who plan
to go on to a two or a four year college or

university after high school are encouraged to

attend, along with their parents. A packet of
materials regarding the college selection and
college admission process will be available for

each student/family attending “Pathways to

College”

“Pathways to College” is being held in
conjunction with the Spring semester 2012 Open
House/Report Card Night at Pontiac Twp. HS
and is sponsored by the Guidance Office of
Pontiac Twp. High School. Please contact PTHS
Guidance for further information about this
March 15" event.

(éontact PTHS GUIDANCE

Remembering Chelsea
By Abby Snyder

Beautiful, bright, silly, stubborn (at times), loveable, and happy
are just a FEW words that describe her...Chelsea L Campbell
was born on September 28", 1993. She was the daughter of
Chris and Doug Campbell, the big sister to Eric “Bubba”
Campbell, and the granddaughter of Paula Fulkerson.
Chelsea loved the Green Bay Packers, butterflies, the color
purple, and most of all, people. Her favorite thing to do,
besides spending time with her family, was go to school. She
loved it when people would talk to her or wheel her around,
and she was even happy with a simple “Hi Chels” as you were
passing by.

Chelsea also loved shopping with her mom, especially when it
came to clothes. She was a huge fan of anything that sparkled
and shined! You would never see her in a plain shirt or dull
shoes! Spending time with her daddy on Sundays (watching
none other than the GBP of course!) was a personal favorite
for Chelsea as well. She was definitely a daddy’s girl! She
was also constantly asking where her brother, Bubba, was.
She cared and worried about him as any big sister would.

My personal memories of her would have to be just about any
time she would be stubborn and then laugh because she
knew what she was doing, or whenever | would try to tell her
that the Bears were better than the Packers and she would
squeal and shake her head in disagreement. | also looked
forward to going out to lunch with her, Bubba, Chris, and
Paula every summer! It was usually Dairy Queen because
that was Bubba’s second favorite place to go, and she would
always be there with a smile! These are the memories | will
hold forever in my heart, and every time | think of her, | will not
hesitate to smile. | know she is loved by her family and friends
and everybody who ever met her. She will forever be in our
hearts. We love and miss you Chels!
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http://www.pontiac.k12.il.us/?page_id=946

FFA February Update

By Jordan Johns

“Sold!” was the common phrase heard at the 2012
Pontiac FFA Auction, which broke records in
attendance and funds raised. The money will be used
for scholarships to help cover student registration fees
for FFA members and reduce or eliminate the
registration cost of conferences and trips. All of our
FFA members would like to thank each and every
person who came to the auction and helped support
our chapter. You have no idea how much we
appreciate your generosity!

In other news, future Pontiac FFA members learned
what our Ag program has to offer during our tour of
schools the first week of February. On Wednesday,
February 1, the class of 2016 flooded to the Ag shop
during the PTHS Freshman Orientation to see a
preview of what their high school careers will entail.
The month of February is filled with CDE preparation,
proficiency awards, and contests. Currently, students
are preparing for the Public Speaking, Parliamentary
Procedure, Meats Judging, Mechanics, Livestock, and
Dairy Judging career development events.

Later this month, the Section 9 proficiency awards will
be held February 15 at PTHS and the highly
anticipated ski trip is February 20. Finally, our next
chapter meeting is February 22 at 6:30 pm in the Ag
shop, where we will be planning to visit the new Law &
Justice Center.

Click HERE for the PTHS FFA Website

FEBRUARY IS...

Adopt a Rescued Rabbit Month
American Heart Month
Avocado and Banana Month
Library Lovers Month
National Black History Month
National Bird Feeding Month
National Hot Breakfast Month
National Parent Leadership Month
Plant the Seeds of Greatness Month
Return Shopping Carts to the Supermarket Month
Sweet Potato Month
Wise Health Care Consumer Month

http://www.brownielocks.com/february.html

P2D2 Makes History

By Baylee Ritter

With determination on their minds and emptiness in their
stomachs, the P2D2 team traveled to the old capitol building
in Bloomington-Normal, Friday January 27". The day started
off like any other with going to school and getting ready for
the day, but we weren'’t preparing for school. Instead, we
were preparing to speak in front of social studies teachers
from all around the state. Mrs. Bozarth and three students,
Luke Bartosik, Lenora McCune and I, took the challenge on
without a blink of an eye and prepared like crazy. As soon as
we walked through the marble encrusted doors, Mr.
Treadway, Mr. Sweetwood, Mr. Kraft and Ms. Schulze
waiting to watch us. The pressure was on!

After a while of waiting, we finally were ready to speak - and
man we shook the house! We were spitting out facts left and
right and answering questions up and down. After we were
done we had nothing left to say, which was a first for
everyone. With so much energy gone from speaking we had
to go somewhere to celebrate, so where better than Buffalo
Wild Wings? We ate our weight in food and set out for home
knowing in our hearts and stomachs we had done amazing
that day.

Click HERE for P2D2’s website

<


http://www.pontiac.k12.il.us/?page_id=441
http://www.brownielocks.com/february.html
http://p2d2program.org/index1.html

Upperclass Acts

ACTIVITIES @ PTHS: FFA, Sparks

CAPTAINS, Key Club, Law _
Enforcement Club Treasurer, MOST POSITIVE MOMENT:

PEERS, XC, Tennis, Basketball When | played the role of Helga at
a XC meet freshman year.

FONDEST MEMORY OF HIGH .
SCHOOL SO FAR: Sophomore PET PEEVES: When people drive
year Basketball as if they have never taken Driver’s

Ed. Before and when people think

3 MAJOR AREAS OF INTEREST: they can do whatever they want.
Animals, music, and spending time
WHAT MY FRIENDS WILL

with family and friends.
REMEMBER ABOUT ME: My
PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL; Sarcasm.
Attend Northwest Missouri State U.
to study zoology. HOW WOULD YOU SPEND
$1,000,000? Pay for college buy a
EAVORITE MOVIE: 50/50 ranch, and donate the rest.

MOST INSPIRATIONAL SONG: |F YOU WERE STRANDED ON A

. « » DESERT ISLAND, WHAT 3
: Runaway” by Mat Kearne '
NAME: Abigail Snyder Yoy y ITEMS WOULD YOU WANT
NICKNAMES: Abby, Abs, Abbers, FAVORITE TEACHERS: Mr. Kraft, WITH YOU? Avyacht, my iPod,
Sydley Mrs. Bozarth, Mr. Ramseyer, and and my friends.
Coachie

ROLE MODEL: My grandparents, LAST WORDS OF ADVICE:

parents, and sister. FAVORITE AUTHOR: Nicholas  Never take life for granted or take
it too seriously. Dream Big!

NAME: Robert M. Williamson

“One Tribe” by the Black

NICKNAMES: Robbie Eyed Peas IF YOU WERE STRANDED ON A DESERT

ISLAND, WHAT 3 ITEMS WOULD YOU
WANT WITH YOU? iPod. A boat. And a
fishing pole.

ROLE MODELS: Mr. Bristow and FAVORITE

my dad. TEACHER/CLASS: Mr.
Bristow/Law Enforcement

ACTIVITIES @ PTHS: Band,

wrestling, Law Enforcement, FAVORITE

Chorus, Snowflake, Co-op BOOK/AUTHOR: 1984 by
George Orwell

LAST WORDS OF ADVICE: “LIVE.”

FONDEST MEMORY OF HIGH
SCHOOL SO FAR: Freshman MOST POSITIVE MOMENT:
year Ottawa wrestling tournament When | got hired at Walmart.
playing duck duck goose.

PET PEEVE: People who
3 MAJOR AREAS OF INTEREST:  don’t do their jobs.
Law Enforcement, music, cars

WHAT MY FRIENDS WILL

PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL: REMEMBER ABOUT ME:

Military, then college That | speak my mind. Right
or wrong.

FAVORITE MOVIE: To Save a

Life HOW WOULD YOU SPEND
$1,000,007? | would buy ten

MOST INSPIRATIONAL SONG: GTR’s all different colors.
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By Chloe Boden

PTHS Dance Team has been
working diligently to make it to
State this year. They practice
almost every other day for long
periods of time in order to prepare
themselves for big competitions.
They have a routine in hip-hop,
which is an “in your face” and fun
routine, as well as lyrical which is
more expressive. The girls
performed their hip-hop routine,
featuring songs such as “Party
Rock Anthem”, at the girls’
basketball team’s senior night.
Dance team had a competition at
Dunlap High School on February
11, and | caught up with one of
the two captains, Daniela Araujo,

Dance Team Looks to State

to get the scoop on how the
girls did. Overall, out of about
twenty teams the girls placed
first on their lyrical routine to
the song “Turning Tables” by
Adele, and third on their hip-
hop routine. Unfortunately, they
were seven points away from
making it to State, but luckily
they still have another chance
at their final competition on
February 25th to see if they
make it. In order to get to State,
they have to get at least 80
points in areas ranging from
difficulty and execution to
portrayal of music and
showmanship. All ten girls have
been working extremely hard to
get their routines together, and

they should be proud! Make sure to wish
them luck for their big competition! We hope
they can show off what they’ve been working
on at State!

Music Department:

Student Survey:
“Who is your DREAM valentine?”

Sean Faris — Steph DelLong
Jessica Alba — Taylor Long
Shrek — Bacardy Taylor
Josh Lucas — Carrie Boldt
Ron Burgandy — Abby Tronc
Trey Songz, Usher, and Chris Brown all
wrapped up into one — Courtney Alverson
Channing Tatum — Jaryn Holt
Noah Calhoun — Sam Duffy
Zelda - Mark Panno
Beyonce’ — Chuck Hodges
Edward Scissorhands — Natalie Borrego
My boyfriend — Emily Holzhauer
My girlfriend — Robbie Williamson

Look for the print version of
The Chief in
The Pontiac Daily Leader

Mr. Landaiche

By Taylor Araujo

I had the awesome opportunity to interview one of our
school’s student teachers and to get insights on his
experiences here at PTHS. Mr. Landaiche is the student
teacher for the Band and has been here for a little over a
month. Within that time he says he has learned a lot, but still
has so much to learn! When asked what made him want to be
a teacher, he said, “It's a combination of the two things | want
to do with my life, music and teaching. If | was a history
teacher | would miss music, and if | was a musician | would
miss the teaching aspect. It's the best of both worlds.” His
favorite activity at PTHS so far has been the Concert Band
camp. “I enjoyed watching you guys work hard for all those
hours, | liked watching you improve and seeing the potential
you have.” Mr. Landaiche states that after witnessing the ups
and downs he still has a lot to change, but his mind hasn’t
changed about teaching! | asked him what surprised him most
about teaching and he stated, “College could not even begin
to prepare me for the Code Red!” The last question | had for
him was if student teaching had given him any insights on the
future. His reply was, “Working with two master teachers has
given me a chance take some of their teaching methods and
apply them to what | do, | hope that after | leave here | take
more with me than what | came with.”

Click HERE
for the
Music Department’s website.

<


http://www.pontiacdailyleader.com/
http://www.pontiac.k12.il.us/?page_id=346

Austin's Voice Rings for
Democracy

By Aubrie Taylor

Austin Bristow,
sophomore here at
PTHS, recently won
first place on the
VFW essay contest
on the district level.
The topic this year
was, "Is There Pride
in Serving in our
Military?". He's
feeling super excited,
but if he gets a little
nervous, he has his
rain stick to comfort
him! Austin himself
doesn't want to
pursue a career in
the military, but he
wishes for everyone
to support and show
respect for the men
and women who
have served. He
went to State on
February 11 in Springfield and finished 11" overall
in lllinois, winning nearly $700 and getting a tour of
the state capital. On February 14, Austin
presented his speech to the PTHS school board
and will present his speech along with his other
classmates who participated in the contest at the
war museum in the near future.

Scholastic Bowl in Action
By Cassidy Murphy

As we start the month of February, the Scholastic
Bowl team is in the midst of tournaments. The JV
team has been practicing hard for two meets this
month against Central Catholic and Olympia. The
JV has had two meets prior to these against Peoria
and Olympia. At Olympia the team won one match
and lost one. At Peoria the team placed 5"

The Varsity team has two more meets before the
end of their season including one at Masonic and
the other is a regionals contest. Recently, they have
gone against Streator where they won two matches
and lost three. Wish all of our Scholastic Bowl
players good luck!

Sports: No Hate for Tebow

By Adam Shelton

Timothy Richard “Tim” Tebow was a three- time Heisman
Trophy finalist and people are judging whether he is good
enough to be in the NFL. Are you serious? After an
exceptional high school football career, Tebow accepted a
scholarship to attend the University of Florida. He had a major
influence on the NCAA during his four-year stint which left a
lasting impact on future players for years to come. Tim won two
national championships as a Gator, the first in 2006 while he
was a freshman back-up and another in 2008 as a junior after
being selected to be a captain of the team. Although he did not
win the national championship in 2007, he still went on to be
awarded the Heisman, becoming the first EVER sophomore to
do so!

His college résumé was that of a legend with a win/loss record
48-7 during those four years, proving that he had what it took
to be an elite quarterback at the collegiate level.

The next step was to try and do the same in the NFL. After
being drafted by the Denver Broncos in the first round he faced
many spectators who argued he did not have what it took to be
a NFL quarterback. 2011 led to Tebow replacing Kyle Orton as
the starter under center. Once given the chance to lead the
team at QB, he finished first in the NFL in fourth- quarter
comebacks with five while helping Denver reach the playoffs.
Hands down, Tim Tebow is one of the most influential
quarterbacks of the 21% century and all this hate on him is
simply a straight joke.

Winter Dance 2012

By Jessica Ping

Everyone is excited for Sweetheart, right!? Well, it’s still not too
late to grab a date or a group of friends and have a night filled
with fun! On Saturday, February 18™, this annual dance will be
held from 8-11 in the PTHS commons. Tickets will be $6 and
will not increase in price on the night of the dance. They will go
on sale Monday.

The DJ will be DJ Junya. He will be set up by the hallway and
gym doors so he won'’t be in the way of the dance floor.
Seating will be in the auditorium and down the hallway by the
vending machines. There will be a spot for you to hang up your
coats down that hallway as well. Pictures will be available in
the auditorium. Forms will be handed out at lunch when you
buy your tickets.

| hope to see you all having a great time next Saturday Night!

e D



Book Review: Drink Slay Love by Sarah Beth Durst

Review by Dena Boatman

Pearl is a killer. At night, she goes out and drinks the blood of humans. She is like every
other vampire. She sleeps in the daytime, thinks humans are snacks, and burns in the
sun light. This all changes when she is at the Dairy Hut one night, snacking on a human
boy. She suddenly sees a unicorn and tries to provoke it. The unicorn stabs her in the
heart. Next thing she knows its daytime...and she’s not dead.

While walking home, she gets a ride from a human boy named Evan. Evan has a “save
people” problem, and tries to help her. Pearl’s family sees her as an advantage. They
are going to host a huge party where their king is going to attend. He wanted a lot of
humans for this, and now that Pearl can walk in the sun, she can get to them more easily.
Her father signs her up for high school, where she bumps into Evan and his friend
Bethany.

Pearl doesn’t know why, but when she thinks about killing now, she feels sick. It's like
she’s getting a conscience, something vampires don’t have. Her family is starting to
notice these changes too, and is starting to not trust her. They need to, however,
because the king is on his way and Peatrl is their only hope to keep the family in his good
grace.Soon, Pearl goes to Evan’s house only to find out something amazing. His whole
family has a secret: they can change into unicorns on command. In fact, Evan was the
one that stabbed her. They develop a plan to save all the humans that were going to get
killed, but with over a hundred vampire guards, will they be able to do it?

See the author’s

When | first read the description for this book, | wasn’t sure if it would be good or not, but official website at:
| decided to get it anyway. When | started reading it | thought it decent, but nothing out of
the ordinary. Then, when | read that Evan’s family members were the unicorns, | was just sarahbethdurst.com

about to put the book down. It just sounded so cliché! However, | am very glad that |
decided to finish reading it. About half way through, it gets very fast paced, and it is hard
to put it down! It has a few rough edges, but all in all, this is a very great book!

Movie Review:

Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace in 3-D
By Vince Murphy

The Star Wars franchise over the years has become not only a great collection of
science-fiction movies, but also cult a following. It has been involved in everything
and anything from movies, music, TV, video games, toys, and clothing, you name
it and Star Wars has done it. So, with all the 3-D movies coming out now-a-days,
the Star Wars fans have been waiting to see the first installment in 3-D. The
question is: is seeing the again in 3-D really worth it? You bet it is. The use of 3-D
technology in the 1999 Episode I: The Phantom Menace is used extremely well
without overwhelming you.

B U — Another plus is the saga is being released in the order of how the story actually
EPISODE I 3D happens. Although The Phantom Menace is not the classic of the original Star

i i Wars trilogy, it showed me that the redub of older classics will be quite a sight. As
far as this installment goes, it introduces us to the young Anakin Skywalker, Obi-
Wan Kenobi, and other characters that are central to the first three movies.

The release these classic films in 3-D might start a new generation of Star Wars
fans. For the rest of us, though, it’s just great to watch the Jedi fight the Sith on the
Click big screen yet again.

HERE

Courtesy of 20" Century Fox

to see the official movie website


http://www.sarahbethdurst.com/DrinkSlayLove.htm
http://www.warhorsemovie.com/

Doing recycling
Isas easy as 1,2,3

Keeping the world clean.

By James Bohm

Saving the world
One rain forest at a time
More trees the better.

By Stephanie Salzburg

Student Poetry: “"Eco-ku’s”

This paper right here
Reused many unknown
times

Recycle it all.

By Logan Henady
Renewable things,

Oh how many names to
name,

They are all the same.

By Maddy Orvis

Natural to me
Itis as pure as a newborn
So keep the air clean.

By Prerita Patel

Trees are brown and green.

Made to dance free in the
wind.
Don’t cut short, plant NEW.

By Mashaya Tharp

Read Archived
Issues of
The Chief Online
HERE

The Chief Staff is:

Mark Panno, Co-Editor-in-
Chief

Caila Smith, Co-Editor-in-
Chief

Taylor Araujo
Dena Boatman
Chloe Boden
Michaela Dohleman
Jordan Johns
Cassidy Murphy
Vincent Murphy
Jessica Ping
Baylee Ritter
Adam Shelton
Charles Spencer
Aubrie Taylor

Mr. Soares, Faculty Sponsor

Ask Smitty

Dear Smitty,

So, with Valentine’s Day
coming up, there’s this girl
that | really want to ask out on
a date, but the problem is,
we’re just friends. | don’t want
to ruin our friendship by
making it awkward or
anything. Any advice?

Sincerely, Lovestruck
Dearest Lovestruck,

The way | see it you have two
very reasonable options.

1) You could ask her out in a
very subtle way. Write her
name in the sky, hire a quartet
to put her name in a song, etc.
If you did something over the
top, she would A. be very
confused or B. laugh. In all
seriousness, you could talk to
her and tell her how you feel.
You do risk being completely
shut down, have your heart
broken, crushed..

Twas Beauty Once Blue
Black Waters Smothering
Life

Human Fault to Blame.

By Nicole Gutt

Recycling is swell,
Don’t dwell on your
past actions.
Recycle right now!

By Maddy Orvis
(WINNER!)

which brings us to option 2) Don'’t
do anything and remain in
friendship lagoon the rest of your
life. Although friendship lagoon is
a safe zone, you'll always
secretly be miserable if there are
stronger feelings. Despite all my
sarcasm, tell her how you feel.
Worst-case scenario, she'll reject
you. | recently read that an
average guy meets 9000 to
10,000 girls in his lifetime, so if
things don’t work out, at least you
have options (:

Sincerely,
Smitty

Have a question for Smitty?

Send it HERE!

Seniors! Download an
Upperclass Acts
Form HERE
Return the form
to room 136 or email
HERE
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PTHS in ACTION!

“Student Projects”
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